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the absence of vows we may be unable to stand against tempta-
tions and may bend before discomforts. The refusal to take
vows, moreover, is an indication of weakness and betrays a
subtle desire for the things to be avoided. Vows should, however,
be taken only on points of universally recognized principles.18
But "the taking of a vow does not mean that we are able to
observe it completely from the very beginning, it does mean
constant and honest effort in thought, word and deed with a
view to its fulfilment."19 When in doubt about vows, the seeker
should interpret them against himself, i.e., in favour of greater
restriction.20

Truth, the pole-star of his life and philosophy, comes first
among these vows.21

Gandhiji distinguishes between truth as a vow or means,
i.e., relative truth as perceived by finite individuals in relation
to a particular set of thoughts and circumstances, and Truth
as the summum bonum, i.e., Absolute, Universal, Infinite Truth
which exists beyond and unconditioned by space and time.

In the sense of Absolute Truth Gandhiji identifies Truth
with God. Truth or Satya, which means 'real existent', is "the
only correct and fully significant name of God". Truth in
perfection includes all Knowledge (Chit] and the latter is the
source of eternal Bliss (Ananda). Hence we know God as
Sat-chit-ananda, one who combines in Himself Truth, Know-
ledge and Bliss.22 Gandhiji worships God as Truth only; he is
devoted to none but Truth.23

The entire philosophy of satyagraha is based on the fact
that Truth alone can be victorious, for Truth is cthat which is\
while untruth means cnon-existent\ "If untruth does not so
much as exist its victory is out of the question. And truth being
that which is can never be destroyed."24

18 Teravda Mandir, pp. 9, 73 and 76. Autobiography, I, p. 481.
^'Teravda Mandir, p. 27.
20 Bapu's Letters to Mira> p. 43.
21  Cf. Jesus, "Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free."
John, VIII, 32. Again, "To this end was I born and for this cause came I
into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth." John, XVIII, 37.
22  Teravda Mandir, p. 2.
23 Autobiography, I, p. 7; H.} May 25, 1935, p. 115.
24 Satyagraha in South Africa, p. 433.